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Introduction

In 2021, the global community found itself grappling with the persistent challenges posed
by the ongoing COVID-19 crisis for the second consecutive year. This period proved to be
especially arduous for numerous non-governmental organizations (NGOs) dedicated to
promoting walking, as many were compelled to curtail their activities due to the prevailing
circumstances. Despite these challenges, the International Federation of Pedestrians
persevered in its commitment to outreach, by continuing to organize webinars accessible to
all our members.

However, amid the trials of the pandemic, maybe a notable shift occurred in the collective
consciousness. Decision-makers and individuals confined to their neighbourhoods began to
recognize the profound value of public spaces, the significance of easy access to green areas,
and the essential role played by well-developed walking infrastructure. Let's hope that this
period will serve as a catalyst for an increased awareness of the importance of creating
environments that prioritize public health, connectivity, and the overall well-being of our
communities.

It is with deep sadness that we untimely lost our dear friend, President of Living Streets
Aotearoa and Board colleague. Andy Smith left us on Thursday, July 8, 2021, at his home in
Auckland. Andy was an incredibly dedicated person who tirelessly contributed to the
betterment of the world, always carrying out his efforts with a positive and uplifting spirit.
His commitment to making a positive impact, combined with his cheerful disposition, made
him a cherished member of our community.

Arohanui e hoa, Andy.

Mario Alves,
Secretary General
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About the International Federation of Pedestrians

The International Federation of Pedestrians (IFP) is a network of nonprofit associations and
individuals from around the world, working for pedestrians and liveable public space. IFP
was founded as an UN-accredited NGO in 1963. IFP is an association according to the Swiss
Civil Code (Article 60 - 79).

Originally, our focus was solely on promoting the rights of pedestrians. However, our focus
has evolved to recognize and promote the contribution of pedestrians to liveable public

spaces and sustainability.

History and milestones

1963: IFP was created as an umbrella organization for national pedestrian advocacy groups.

1972 - 1983: Over the years IFP organized many international meetings dealing with various
aspects of improving the pedestrian’s destiny, including conferences in The Hague (1972 and
1979), London (1975), Amsterdam (1975), Geilo (1976), Paris (1978), Goteborg (1981), and
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Perpignan (1983).

2000: With the start of the yearly WALK21-conferences, IFP synchronized the General
Assembly with this annual event.

2005: Relaunch of IFP with a new logo. Ole Thorson becomes president (till 2012)

2009: First Global Meeting of NGOs Advocating for Road Safety and Road Victims. IFP
becomes a member of the United Nations Road Safety Collaboration.

2012: Living end roads project launched

2013: Publication by WHO of the Pedestrian Safety Manual, for which the IFP has been an
important contributor. United Nations Road Safety Week on Pedestrians (May 6-12).
Publication of the Mission and Vision Statements

2014: New website, including member interaction module. Start of Facebook activity
2015: Start Twitter activity
2016: Eight more voting members

2017 - 2018: Became a partner in MORE (Multi-modal Optimisation of Road-space in Europe),
a 3-year project that was awarded an EU Grant. Three new voting members

2019: Strengthened international impact through supporting EU GSR, contribution to
Ministerial Conference in Stockholm, interventions, and presentations worldwide.

2020: Start of Sarah Widmer as policy officer allows IFP to engage in more structural work
with UNECE's Global Forum for Road Safety (WP1).

2021: IFP made a major contribution to the KOTI (The Korea Transport Institute) report
“Urban transport policy paradigm change toward better safety and health” and published a
Policy Paper on Urban Speed (launched UN Road Safety Week).

MORE: Multi-modal Optimisation of Road-space in Europe

IFP is part of the consortium MORE, a European Project to improve the efficiency and
effectiveness of the main roads that feed traffic to/from the interurban road links of the
Trans-European Transport Network (TEN-T). This year Mario participated in several
workshops for the project - e.g. in March Road space reallocation: Governance challenges,
practical issues & visions for future streets with the presentation “Pedestrian Quality Needs:
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walking the talk”. IFP was an active contributor to the following MORE reports: "Incorporating
user needs in the design of major urban TEN feeder route corridors" and "Urban Corridor
Road Design: Guides, Objectives and Performance Indicators".
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United Nations Road Safety Collaboration (UNRSC)

IFP continues to actively participate in the UNRSC meetings and activities. The focus is on
assuring that pedestrians' needs are considered when decisions or recommendations are
made regarding road safety and on raising awareness that a pedestrian focus is essential to
overall road safety. Geert, Mario and/or Sarah participated in all the meetings. Due to covid
the meeting has been transformed from a live 1.5-day meeting to a series of 2 hrs. online
meetings. Much more difficult for live interactions.

Sustainable Mobility for All Network

SuMA4All “brings together a diverse and influential group of transport stakeholders, with a
commitment to implement the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG's) and transform the
transport sector.” We focus on walking as an important part of the global transport activity
that does not always get the attention it deserves.

OECD & ITF (International Transport Forum)

The annual ITF meetings in Leipzig gather key players in transport and mobility. Also here,
active mobility deserves a little more attention. We continued our active presence there,
both by contributing to the ITF planning meetings in Paris and attending the Leipzig meeting.
We participated in both the preparative meeting and the Summit.

EU Global Safety Regulations (GSR)

The GSR was approved by the Commission, Parliament and Council in March 2019. Together
with other NGOs, IFP campaigned in favour of a proposed package of new vehicle safety
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measures at the EU level (EU Global Safety Regulations - GSR). As of 2022 new safety
technologies, including intelligent speed assistance, will become mandatory in European
vehicles to protect passengers, pedestrians and cyclists.

European Parliament: INI - Own-initiative procedure

Framed by what is called INI - Own-initiative procedure, Geert and Mario met with 4 political
groups from the European Parliament. Many of our recommendations / edits accepted in
the final Report on the EU Road Safety Policy Framework 2021-2030 - Recommendations on

next steps towards ‘Vision Zero'.

Global Forum for Road Traffic Safety (WP1)

Our policy Advisor Sarah Widmer continued her
work as a representative of IFP in cooperation with
our member Fussverkehr Schweiz. The 82nd session
of the WP1 was held from 8 to 12 March 2021. Due
to the sanitary measures imposed by Swiss
authorities in the COVID-19 crisis, this was an online-
& only session. Sarah Widmer and Mario Alves
| attended the session as IFP delegates. The 83rd
session of the WP1 was held from 20 to 24
September 2021. This time, it was possible to attend
the session in Geneva. However, most of the

delegates attended the session online.

SAFE-UP - Proactively Protecting People Inside and Outside of the Vehicle

The SAFE-UP project has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon 2020 research
and innovation programme. IFP was part of the Safety Partner Network. Mario gave inputs
in topics like Language, Wearables, AVs and Training / Awareness.

WALK21 2021 - Seoul - online

Ben Rossiter moderated the session ‘Walking and Public Transport - benefits and impacts’
at Walk21 in Seoul in May 2021.

Korea

IFP made a major contribution to the KOTI (The Korea Transport Institute) report “Urban
transport policy paradigm change toward better safety and health”.

Policy Paper on Urban Speed

IFP Published a policy paper on Urban Speed launched on the 6th UN Global Traffic Safety
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Week, which this year was celebrated between 17 and 23 May, to call for 30 km/h (20 mph)
speed limits to be the norm for cities, towns and villages worldwide.

Urbanism Next 2021

In June 2021, Mario played a prominent role in a conference where he led a workshop
session alongside Soénia Lavadinho and Alexandre Santacreu. The workshop, titled "Micro
Mobilities: A Tsunami for our sidewalks or an opportunity to rethink what sharing the road
is all about?" delved into the intricate dynamics of micro mobility devices, like e-scooters,
delivery robots, and other similar vehicles. Mario also delivered a more formal presentation
titled "Driven by Distraction: Sustainable Road Safety and the Impact of Autonomous
Driving."

Webinar: A smart transport mode: How to include walking as an obvious
choice?

In May, our member the Pedestrian Mobility Switzerland and IFP organized a webinar
discussing successful strategies and concrete examples to learn from each other and to
advance a paradigm shift. The webinar was organized as a virtual side event in the frame of
the Fifth High-level Meeting on Transport, Health and Environment hosted by THE PEP
“Building forward better by transforming to new clean, safe, healthy and inclusive mobility
and transport”.

Webinar Pedestrian Plan Istanbul

In September IFP organized a meeting/Webinar for the City of Istanbul to discuss pedestrian
plan experiences in other cities. IFP invited: Ben Rossiter (Melbourne), Jose Besselink

(Rotterdam) and Pedro Homem de Gouveia (Lisbon).
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Networking

Website

The IFP website provides basic information on IFP.

Facebook

The IFP Facebook page continues to extend its reach and engagement with followers all over
the world - it has at the end of 2021 more than 14,000 followers (likes).

Twitter
In 4 years, we gained nearly 6,600 followers.
Instagram

At the end of 2021 we had more than 1,550 followers. Many of our followers are from Latin
America where Instagram is popular among Walking Advocates.

LinkedIn

Last year we created an account in LinkedIn and the number of followers is growing steadily.

IFPedestrians-NET

For twenty years Pednet was a place for debate and exchange for pedestrian advocates
around the world. In 2016, the International Federation of Pedestrians agreed to run a new
network (renamed IFPedestrians-net). As of December 2021, the IFPedestrians-NET list had
almost 400 members.
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A world that is inviting, safe and comfortable for all to walk.

Walking is not only a natural right. Walking is a legitimate use of public space and people
should be supported and encouraged to choose to walk. Being an essential part of
sustainable mobility, walking improves health and liveability of communities.

IFP will increase the awareness about walking through:

3 facilitating exchange of experience and expertise between members worldwide,
3 formulating policy statements based on input from members,

O inspiring/engaging grassroots capacity building,

1 stimulating local, national and international initiatives,

3 working with international organizations supporting the cause of the pedestrians.

La oss ta fortauene tilbake (Norway) joined the IFP as voting members. As of December 2021,
the International Federation of Pedestrians counts on 48 Voting Members in 32 Countries
and 5 Continents.




Australia Victoria Walks Italy
Queensland walks
Walk Sydney
Austria Austrian Federation of Pedestrians Korea
Belgium Voetgangersbeweging vzw Mexico
johanna.be Netherlands
Tous a pied New Zealand
Brazil ABRASPE Norway
Corrida Amiga Poland
SampaPé Portugal
Bulgaria Pedestrians Foundation Serbia
Canada Canada Walks Spain
Walk Toronto
Piétons Québec
Colombia Fundacion Colombiana de Peatones
FundaPeaton Sweden
Czech Republic Prazske matky Switzerland
Denmark Dansk Fodgeenger Forbund
Ecuador Asociacion de peatones de Quito Turkiye
Estonia Estonian Pedestrians' Association UK
France Les Droits du Piéton
Georgia lare Pekhit USA
Germany Fuss eV
Greece Enosi Pezon International
Indonesia Koalisi Pejalan Kaki
India Pedestrians Welfare Association

Associazione per i Diritti dei Pedoni
di Roma e del Lazio

Federazione Camminacitta

Urban Action Network

Liga Peatonal

MENSenSTRAAT

Living Streets Aotearoa

La oss ta fortauene tilbake
Rzecznik Pieszych w Bydgoszczy
Associagao de Cidadaos Auto-Mobilizados
5km/h

A Pie

Catalunya Camina

Peatones de Sevilla

Zancada

The Swedish Pedestrian Association
Pedestrian Mobility Switzerland
Fussgangerverein Zurich

Yaya Dernegi

Living Streets

Walk England

America Walks

FEPA (Federation of European Pedestrian
Associations)
Walk21

The Right to Walk Foundation

Geert van Waeg, President (johanna.be, Belgium)

Ben Rossiter, Vice President (Victoria Walks, Australia)

Silvia Stuchi, Treasurer (Corrida Amiga, Brazil)

Christian Thomas (Fussgangerverein Zurich, Switzerland)

Gustavo Calderén (Fundacion Colombiana de Peatones, Colombia)
Eileen MacCarthy (America Walks, USA)

Dieter Schwab (Walk-Space.at, Austria)

Bronwen Thornton (Walk21, UK)

Ole Thorson Jorgenson (Catalunya Camina, Spain)

Claudina de Gyves (Liga Peatonal)

Secretary General:
Mario Alves (Associacdo de Cidaddos Auto-Mobilizados, Portugal)
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@IFPedestrians @IFPedestrians

connect@pedestrians-int.org

status Dec 31, 2021

c/o Fussverkehr Schweiz Klosbachstrasse 48 CH-
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Sint Lambertusstraat 133, 1200 Brussels, Belgium
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